222                            GORING

The beginnings of the enmity between Goring and
Schleicher lay far back. It was not only from the
time when Schleicher successfully approached Hinden-
burg that Goring held him to be an opponent who
must be * rooted out'; the hatred came already from
the days when Schleicher was Reich Chancellor.

When Schleicher at one time was treating with
Strasser  about taking  National  Socialists  into his
qabinet, Goring also was given an audience by him.
This audience was as cool as it was short.  The question
was discussed of the Minister President's post, where-
upon the following dialogue ensued :
" Whom does Hitler propose ? "
Goring: "Me."

Schleicher : "I am sorry to have to tell you some-
thing very unpleasant, but I must do it, since it is not
usual to send the candidate himself to do the speaking.
But I must tell you that I do not look on you as a fit
man to hold a ministerial post."

Goring had withdrawn, swearing an oath to take a
dear revenge. He had never forgotten this defeat, and.
now at last he was to make use of the favourable
opportunity.

The Minister President even insulted the dead ex-
Chancellor, accusing him of having been at work
together with a foreign power. But why Frau
Schleicher also had to die there is nothing to
show.

The list of generals shot was not nearly brought to
an end with this. Here among others may be men-
tioned Reichswehr General von Lossow, who wa^<
murdered from behind, together with von Seisser, a
colonel in the police, and the former Bavarian Minister